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VICE PROVOST FOR EQUITY AND INCLUSION

Greetings,

It is with great enthusiasm that we recognize this year's 
Undocumented student graduates.

Throughout each of our lives, we are presented with 
opportunities to attempt new things and explore roads that 
may not have been available to those who preceded us. 
However, to do these things as undocumented community 
members requires a great deal of strength, courage, and 
determination.

As undocumented college students, these are the first steps in creating a world of opportunity, one where 
dreams have the potential to become a reality. At times this journey may be challenging, but its impact 
will be long-lasting and offer hope to those who follow in your footsteps.

As we honor this extraordinary graduating class, I am enthusiastic about the opportunities that await 
them. I am confident that they have all the skills, talent, drive, and commitment necessary to overcome 
whatever challenges they may face and to make a real difference in the world. They have endured one of 
the most challenging times in memory both at the University and the broader society. Nonetheless, they 
have not only endured, but they have also overcome.

Although this is an exciting time for many of our students, graduation can also be bittersweet. It is a time 
where nostalgia is met with mixed emotions for what lies ahead. We often think of graduation as the 
conclusion of a long journey. However, it is important to remember that the Latin root for the word 
"commencement" means beginning. I wish you nothing but success as you commence your next journey.

Please join me in congratulating the class of 2021 and their families for their outstanding 
accomplishments and their determination.

Sincerely,

Robert M. Sellers
Vice Provost for Equity and Inclusion
Chief Diversity Officer

Robert Sellers



VICE PRESIDENT FOR STUDENT LIFE

Wolverines, congratulations on your graduation!

Wolverines, you never cease to amaze. You spent the past 
year striving for academic excellence in the middle of a 
pandemic that put life as we know it into lockdown — 
and you still came out of it with your head held high and 
a shiny new degree from the University of Michigan. That 
takes courage. That takes commitment. That takes the 
kind of grit and self-love and respect that will serve you 
well for the rest of your lives.

To be a Michigan graduate is not just to join the 
community of over 500,000 Michigan alumni spread 

around the globe — 500,000 friends who are ready to help welcome you into your next chapter. It is 
also to embrace the idea that the knowledge and experiences you have earned here are a gift to be used. 
Your talents, dreams, and aspirations, along with the book-learning and real world practicums that you 
have seized all along here on campus, are not meant to be hoarded, but shared.

Go out and do great things with what you have learned. Do them well, with integrity and joy in the 
honest work of it. Carry with you the sense of self-assurance that even a pandemic could not stop you 
from chasing your dreams. You have overcome sleepless nights of studying for finals, the sweaty-palms 
feeling of just before a thesis defense, and so many other challenges, big and small. Whatever the next 
chapter of your story brings, I know you can handle it, and make us still here in Ann Arbor so very 
proud.

In fact, we are already proud. Your friends, family, and classmates could not be prouder of your 
achievements. But I hope you know that the most important opinion in all of this is how you see 
yourself. Wolverines, be proud of yourselves. Recognize and celebrate you for all you have done. Have 
there been times of self-doubt and struggle for you? I am sure there have. After all, that is what it means 
to be human.

You are not alone. I have those moments, too — and I am the vice president for Student Life at "the 
greatest university in the world!"as the voice for Darth Vader (James Earl Jones) put it. Every single 
other Michigan alum has been through this before you, and as you cross this finish line and set your 
eyes on a new horizon, remember that they are excited for you to join them, and we the staff and faculty 
at the University of Michigan will always be here to support you, wherever you go.

And, wherever you go — Go Blue!

Congratulations again, Wolverines. We are so proud of you.

Martino Harmon



Graduates



Rosa Avilez-Martinez
College of Literature, Science, and the Arts

Bachelor’s

“Yay! We did it!”



Diana Gaspar
Stephen M. Ross School of Business

Bachelor’s



“We did it! Congradulations <3 You're amazing and 
powerful, don't forget that!”

Ivana Lopez Espinosa
School of Education

Master’s



“Si se pudo! We did it!”

Angela Rubi Martinez-Chavez
College of Literature, Science, and the Arts

Bachelor’s



Staff & Faculty



“"Liberation is a praxis: the action and reflection of men 
and women upon their world in order to transform it."  

--Paulo Freire    Congratulations, Class of 2021!”

Ethriam Brammer
Dean’s Office

Rackham Graduate School



“do well - raise hell”

Larry Gant
Director, Office of Diversity, Equity and Inclusion

School of Social Work, University of Michigan



“Congratulations on your graduation, winter 2021 graduates! You 
have worked hard in such incredible circumstances to complete this 

degree. Your flexibility and adaptability will serve you well in the 
future. Best of luck as you transition to being a UM alum. Go Blue!”

Katie Lopez
Office of Global Activities

School of Social Work



“Congratulations!! You are the future!! Keep on learning, 
keep on fighting!”

Adela Pinch
Angel Hall

Department of English



“"Never forget that your presence is powerful and absolutely critical. Every mountain has rough edges, 
but you have every tool necessary to scale successfully. Be proud of your contributions, continue to 

endure gracefully and remember to treat yourself better with each day. 
Much love to the graduating class and I am ever so proud of you! Special shoutout to my sisters 

Angela and Azucena! Love y'all dearly and believe in you with my whole heart!
Be Blessed & Stay Encouraged!"”

Andarius R. Taylor
Comprehensive Studies Program 

College of Literature, Science, and the Arts



“Congratulations, Class of 2021! Your fresh perspectives, your vigorous insistence upon 
equity and inclusion, and your commitment to serving your communities—and others—are 

already changing the world for the better. Keep up the great work, stay true to yourself, 
and never be afraid to turn to one another in times of need.”

Daniel Valella
LSA Collegiate Fellow

English Language and Literature





To Our Loved Ones...
“Thanks for all the support, always and forever.” 

- Rosa Avilez-Martinez

“Ma y pa, los amo con todo mi corazon, gracias por su 
apoyo <3
And to everyone around me, thank you for allowing me to 
grow with you. I am so grateful to have you in my life :)” 

- Samara Jackson Tobey

“I want to thank my family, my boyfriend, friends, and all my 
loved ones for helping me throughout my college journey. I 
have definitely had some very difficult times, but knowing I 
had my support system there for me all the time really 
helped me. 

Quiero agradecer a mi familia, a mi novio, a mis amigos y a 
todos mis seres queridos por ayudarme durante mi viaje 
universitario. Definitivamente he tenido momentos muy 
difíciles, pero saber que tenía mi sistema de apoyo ahí para 
mí todo el tiempo realmente me ayudó.” 

- Virginia Shelifoe
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The University of Michigan Statement of Affirmative Action
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Freedom of Speech and Artistic Expression
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